
Reading Overview 
Years 2 – 6 

 

 Autumn 
Just Read (6 
weeks)  

Autumn Novel - 
topic  

Spring 
Just Read (6 
weeks) 

Spring Novel – 
topic 

Summer Novel 
– topic 

Summer Novel 
– Plague 

Poems to be 
covered 
throughout  
year (one per 
term) 

Year 2 Autumn A 

Octopus Shoktopus 
Pirates Next Door 
Clockwork Dragon 
The Bear and the Piano 
Autumn B 

Werewolves (Non-Fiction with 
fictional elements) 
Snail and the Whale 
Loch Ness (Non-Fiction) 
Jimmy and the Pharoah (Tailored 
Text) 
Polar Express 

Spring A 

Matilda 
Assessment  
Flat Stanley 
Roman Coins (Tailored Text) 

 

Spring B 

Moving to Marchton (Tailored text) 
Roman Coins (Tailored Texts) 
Diving Deeper (Test Practice) 
The Troll 

 

Summer A 

Non-Fiction Test Practice 
Cross Hot Bunny (Tailored Text) 
Owl and the Pussycat 
The Lion Inside 
Test Practice 

 

Summer B 

Non-Chronological report Examples 
Paddington 
SATS 

 

Year 2 Fantastic Mr 
Fox by Roald 
Dahl 

 The Magic 
Faraway Tree  
by Enid Blyton 

   The sound 
collector by 
Roger McGough 

Year 3 Iron man by 
Ted Hughes 

 

Escape From 
Pompeii 
by Christina 
Balit 

The Firework 
Maker’s 
Daughter  
by Betsy Byars 

The Shaman’s 
Apprentice by 
Lynne Cherry 

The Great 
Kapok Tree 

Children’s 
History of 
Birmingham 
By Mandy Ross 
 

Woof by Allan 
Ahlberg 

Catch a Little 
Rhyme  
by Eve Merriam 
 



Roman Myths 
by Diane Namm 

 
(Roman 
Invasion) 
 

by Lynne Cherry 

(Amazon 
Adventure – 
Rainforests) 

(City Life – 
Birmingham) 

Something Told 
the Wild Geese 

By Rachel Field 

Year 4 How to train a 
dragon by 
Cressida Cowell 

Shackleton's 
Journey by 
William Grill 
 
Check out ice 
trap 
 
(Extreme Earth) 

The lion, the 
witch and the 
wardrobe by 
C.S.Lewis 

Who Let the 
Gods Out? 
by Maz Evans 
 
(Greek 
Tragedy) 
 

Song of the 
dolphin boy  
by Elizabeth 
Laird 
 
(Blue Planet) 

The Butterfly 
Lion 

by Michael 
Morpurgo 
 

Topsy Turvey 
World  
by William 
Brighty Rands 
 
Dream 
Variations by 
Langston 
Hughes 

Year 5 Journey to the 
river sea by Eva 
Ibbotson 

 

Spy Master: 
First Blood: 
Book 1 (Spy 
Master) 
by Jan Burchett 
and Sara 
Vogler  
(Tudor Tales) 

 

Cogheart 

by Peter Bunzl 
 

Usborne’s Tales 
of King Arthur  
retold by 
Felicity Brooks  
(Castles and 
Legends) 

Oranges in no 
man’s land 
 
(Trade) 

The Secret 
Garden 

By Frances 
Hodgson 
Burnett 

In Flanders 
Fields  
By John McCrae 
 
The Listeners  
By Walter de La 
Mare 
 
Sky in the Pie  
by Roger 
McGough 

Year 6 Skellig   
by David 
Almond 
 

Letters from 
the Lighthouse  
by Emma 
Carroll 

A Monster Calls 

By Patrick Ness 
 

Holes  
By Louis Sacher 
Hidden figures  
 

Welcome to 
nowhere by 
Elizabeth Laird 
 

Clockwork  
by Phillip 
Pullman  
 

Jabberwocky  
by Lewis Carroll 
 
Silver  

https://www.goodreads.com/author/show/128716.Diane_Namm
https://www.whsmith.co.uk/search?q=Jan%20Burchett
https://www.whsmith.co.uk/search?q=Sara%20Vogler
https://www.whsmith.co.uk/search?q=Sara%20Vogler


 
(The Blitz – 
WW2) 

(Protests and 
Politics – Civil 
Rights 
Movement) 

(Immigration) by Walter de La 
Mare  
 
If  
by Rudyard 
Kipling 

 

Archaic Texts 

Non-Linear Time Sequences 

Complexity of the Narrator 

Complexity of Plot/Symbol 

Resistant Texts 


